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Medicine Supply Notification  
MSN/2022/105 

 

Antibiotics for the treatment of Group A Strep  
Tier 2 – medium impact* 
Date of issue: 12/12/2022 
Link: Medicines Supply Tool 

 
Summary  
 

• Supplies of antibiotics for the treatment of Group A Strep have seen a surge in demand and may be 
temporarily in limited supply at certain wholesalers and pharmacies. 

• Supplies are available with manufacturers, and deliveries into wholesalers and pharmacies are being 
expedited and are expected in the coming days.   

• Guidance has been issued on what antibiotics can be used if first line treatment is not available and 
can be found at:  NHS England » Group A streptococcus communications to clinicians 
 

Actions Required 
 
Where antibiotic therapy is required for the treatment of suspected Strep A infection, clinicians and local 
pharmacy teams should: 
  

• work together to understand the local availability of antibiotics, considering use of non-nominated 
electronic prescription tokens and considering the clinical information published at NHS England » 
Group A streptococcus communications to clinicians (see Supporting Information); and 

• order antibiotic stocks in line with patient demand during this time and avoid ordering excessive 
quantities 

• note that tablet/capsules (rather than liquids) should be prescribed where possible 
 
If the formulation of antibiotic prescribed is unavailable clinicians and local pharmacy teams should: 
 

• consider prescribing an alternative form or strength of the antibiotic where appropriate, ensuring 
that the patient is not intolerant to any of the excipients in the alternative and is counselled on the 
appropriate dose (and volume) required (see supporting information below). 

 
If the antibiotic prescribed is unavailable and other formulations are unsuitable, clinicians and local 
pharmacy teams should: 
 

• consider prescribing an alternative antibiotic, if the first line option is unavailable, taking into 
account any allergies or intolerances and referring to national guidance (see supporting 
information below); and 
 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/a-guide-to-managing-medicines-supply-and-shortages/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/planning/medicines-supply-tool/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fpublication%2Fgroup-a-streptococcus-communications-to-clinicians%2F&data=05%7C01%7CEithne.OHalloran%40dhsc.gov.uk%7C7d748a9d05e64fb2b8be08dada03daf6%7C61278c3091a84c318c1fef4de8973a1c%7C1%7C0%7C638062007361419689%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NJMxgIqbagfIBy8VC3E7EZVaBz3ozhJibYU1klDWuHY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fpublication%2Fgroup-a-streptococcus-communications-to-clinicians%2F&data=05%7C01%7CEithne.OHalloran%40dhsc.gov.uk%7C7d748a9d05e64fb2b8be08dada03daf6%7C61278c3091a84c318c1fef4de8973a1c%7C1%7C0%7C638062007361419689%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NJMxgIqbagfIBy8VC3E7EZVaBz3ozhJibYU1klDWuHY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fpublication%2Fgroup-a-streptococcus-communications-to-clinicians%2F&data=05%7C01%7CEithne.OHalloran%40dhsc.gov.uk%7C7d748a9d05e64fb2b8be08dada03daf6%7C61278c3091a84c318c1fef4de8973a1c%7C1%7C0%7C638062007361419689%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NJMxgIqbagfIBy8VC3E7EZVaBz3ozhJibYU1klDWuHY%3D&reserved=0
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• if the above options are not considered appropriate, seek advice from specialists on management 
options. 

 

 
 
 
 
Supporting information  
 

Clinical Information 
UKHSA and NHSE have developed updated clinical guidance on the management of patients with Group A 
Strep, this can be found NHS England » Group A streptococcus communications to clinicians 
 
Guidance on using solid oral dosage form antibiotics in children: 

Children 5 years and above may be able to swallow tablets/capsules. Where children are unable to swallow 
oral solid dose forms, SPS have provided advice on how to give doses by dispersing or crushing tablets, or 
opening capsules. Use in this way is outside the product license (‘off-label’). Guidance on using solid oral 
dosage form antibiotics in children can be found here 

Enquiries 

  
All organisations should send enquiries about this notice to the DHSC Medicine Supply Team quoting 
reference number MSN/2022/105. 
  
Email: DHSCmedicinesupplyteam@dhsc.gov.uk. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fpublication%2Fgroup-a-streptococcus-communications-to-clinicians%2F&data=05%7C01%7CEithne.OHalloran%40dhsc.gov.uk%7C7d748a9d05e64fb2b8be08dada03daf6%7C61278c3091a84c318c1fef4de8973a1c%7C1%7C0%7C638062007361419689%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NJMxgIqbagfIBy8VC3E7EZVaBz3ozhJibYU1klDWuHY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/using-solid-oral-dosage-form-antibiotics-in-children/
mailto:DHSCmedicinesupplyteam@dhsc.gov.uk

